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A  LETTER  from  a  Member  of  Par¬ 
ti  a  m  e  n  t  to  his  Friends  in  the  Country ,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Duties  on  WINE  and  TOBACCO. 
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fes*  at  Mr.  F  r  a  n  c  k  l  i  n  s  ii 


THE 

BUDGET 

OPENED,  &c. 

T  length,  the  Mountain  is  deli¬ 
ver’d.  The  gravel  My  fiery ,  which 
was  long  deemed  too  lacred  for 
the  unhallow'd  Eyes  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  is  reveal'd*  What  is  reveal'd  ? 
Nothing,  but  what  has  been  known, 
confuted  and  exploded  long  before 
it  was  publickly  acknowledg'd ;  for  it  now  ap¬ 
pears,  by  the  Pamphlet  under  our  Consideration, 
to  be  the  very  fame  Project ,  deftrudtive  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  dangerous  to  Liberty ,  which  it  was  at 
firft  apprehended  to  be,  notwithstanding  the  fhame- 
lels  Endeavours  of  hireling  Writers  to  perfuade  the 
People,  that  it  was  only  the  chimerical  Oilspring  of 
difaffeCied  and  [editions  Brains, 

There  are  fo  many  diftinguifhing  Marks  oF a  great 
Hand  in  this  Letter,  that  the  Author  had  no  Occa¬ 
sion  to  prefix  his  Name  to  it.  The  Projector  Him- 
felf  appears  in  every  Page ;  the  fame  great  Genius , 
who  patroniz'd  the  Scheme  of  Excife  on  Coffee ,  -Tea 
and  Chocolate  ^  wrho  was  fo  glorioufly  infirumental  in 
procuring  the  memorable  Addition  pi  115,000/. 

A  ^ 


to  the  Civil  List,  by  way  of  Deficiency  ;  who 
brought  about  the  Revival  and  Continuance  of  the 
Salt  Duty,  for  three  Tears ,  to  fupply  the  cur* 
rent  Expences  of  the  Government,  for  one  Tear  ; 
and  hath  effectually  fecured  our  Liberties  by  a 
Standing  Army,  or  a  Land  Force  of  18000  Sol- 
diers ,  in  Times  of  Peace. 

I  fhall  therefore  take  the  Liberty,  in  the  follow* 
ing  Pages,  to  addrefs  my  felf  to  Him ,  under  this 
Mask  of  a  Letter-writer  and  a  Member  of  Parlia - 
menu 

You  are  pleafed,  Sir ,  to  dignify  the  Title  Page 
of  your  Letter  with  a  trite  old  Latin  Maxim, 
Magna  eft  Veritas  C?  prcevalebit  phut  you  "are  fo 
unfortunate  in  fwelling  the  Bulk  of  your  Perfor¬ 
mance  with  falfe  Faffs  and  fallacious  Arguments , 
that  I  think  your  Motto  woifd  run  much  better 
thus;  Magna  eft  YenalTtas  &  prtfvdlebtt. 

You  begin  with  acquainting  your  Friends  in  the 
Country,  that  you  were  fur  priz'd  and  concern'd 
at  the  Receipt  of  their  Letter ;  and  you  are  pleafed 
to  be  very  circumftantial  in  giving  Them  your 
Reafons  for  both . 

Y our  Surprize ,  it  feems,  arofe  from  the  Altera- 
tion  of  their  Sentiments,  fince  you  convers’d  with 
them  lafl  in  the  Country.  You  fay,  that  the  con¬ 
verting  the  Duties  on  Tobacco  and  Wine  from  Cu- 
Horns  into  an  Excise  was  part  of  the  Subjeff  of 
your  Difconrfe ,  at  that  Time.  I  am  afraid,  Sir, 
your  Memory  fails  you  a  little,  and  that  the  Rela¬ 
tion  of  this  Conference  with  your  Eleffors  is  not 
minutely  exafi ;  for,  if  we  may  judge  by  your 
Conduct  fince,  that  odious  Word  Excise  could 
re\er  efcape  your  cautious  Lips.  It  is  probable 
enough  that  you  might  inveigh  againfi  Frguds  in 
the  Revenue ,  and  that  your  Friends  might  agree 
with  you,  as  every  reafonable  Man  will,  that  they 

ought 


ought  to  be  prevented.  But  give  me  Leave,  *57r, 
to  ask  you  one  Queftion.  Did  you,  upon  your 
Honour,  let  Them  into  the  Secret,  that  you  in¬ 
tended  to  faddle  them  with  an  Army  oj  Excife  Offi¬ 
cers,  on  this  Account,  and  try  them  by  a  Jury  of 
CommiJJioners  ? - If  you  had  been  fo  communi¬ 

cative,  at  that  Time,  I  dare  fay  it  would,  in  fome 
Meafure,  have  prevented  your  prefent  Surprize . 

So  much  for  your  Surprize  ;  but  your  Concern 
arofe  from  another  Point ,  which  touch'd  you  nearly* 
You  feem  to  be  terribly  nettled,  that  your  EleBors 
have  taken  the  Liberty  of  defiring  you,  as  their 
Reprefentative ,  to  confult  their  Intereft*  and  that 
you  are  not  permitted  to  act  unbyafs  d,  as  you  calf 
it  •  That  is,  in  plain  Englijh ,  this  infir  tiding  Mar - 
tingal  fits  a  little  uneafy  on  your  Neck.  \ou 
would  willingly  have  your  Head  at  full  Liberty,  to 
run  without  Controul,  as  your  Paffions,  or  private 
Xnterefl,  might  diredi  you.  Nay,  you  go  farther 
and  tell  them,  that  you  cannot  receive  their  Letter 
as  a  Command •  nor  adt  according  to  it,  fhould 
your  Reafon  and  Confcience  be  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queflion.  In  order  to  maintain  this  Doc¬ 
trine,  you  are  obliged  to  give  yourfelf  a  very  pret¬ 
ty  Character,  and  applaud  your  own  Condudl, 
whilfi  you  have  had  the  Honour  to  ferve  Them  in 
Parliament .  At  the  fame  Time,  you  are  under  an 
unhappy  Necefiity  of  traducing  Thofe,  whom  you 
reprefent,  as  a  Parcel  of  Fools  or  Madmen,  who 
are  infir  tided  to  infiruB  *  becaufe  They  happen  to 
concur  in  Opinion  with  the  Merchants  of  London 
and  all  the  great  trading  T  owns  in  England .  This  is 
fo  far  from  being  an  Argument  to  your  Purpofe, 
that  it  is  an  evident  Proof  of  the  Wifdom  and 
Reafonablenefs  of  their  Conduct  But  the  Mean¬ 
ing  of  this  notable  Expoftulation  with  your  Elec¬ 
tors 
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tors  is  very  plain.  Can  you  fancy  any  Body  fo  weak 
as  to  think  it  intended  for  their  Ufe,  or  Satisfac¬ 
tion  ?  No,  Siry  it  is  evidently  delignct  as  a  Cue  to 
the  Representatives  of  the  People  in  general,  not  to 
pay  any  Regard  to  their  Applications,  (which  they 
have  an  undoubted  Right  to  make)  and  to  induce 
them  to  ad:  in  the  fame  arbitrary  and  independent 
Manner,  on  this  Occalion,  as  you  feem  refolved 
to  do  your  felf. 

Having  premifed  thefe  Points,  you  proceed  to 
the  Particulars  of  your  Concern  *  that  the  Danger 
of  a  general  Excife  has  been  ecchoed  through  the 
Nation  ;  and  that  your  Electors  have  deferred  you 
to  eppofe  any  Proportion  y  that  hath  the  leaji  Ten¬ 
dency  to  it. 

I  mutt  own,  Siry  that  your  Concern ,  as  to  this 
Article,  is  founded  upon  too  much  Reafon.  The 
Hanger  of  a  general  Excife  has  juttly  allarm’d  the 
whole  Nation.  They' have  already  felt  the  Rigour 
of  Excife  Laics  *  and  as  the  leaft  Extenfiou  of  them 
is  one  Step  towards  a  general  Excife ,  They  have 
very  wifely  befought  their  Reprefentatives  td  guard 
again#  it,  under  any  Shape,  or  Difguife  whatfo- 
ever. 

You  ask  very  gravely  (like  one,  who  has  made 
a  Riot)  What  is  the  Meaning  of  all  this  Dittur- 
bance  ?  To  whom  are  thefe  Terrors  owing  ?  I  an^ 
Ever,  They  are  owing  to  the  Man,  who  projected 
this  glorious  Scheme  ;  to  the  fame  indefatigable 
Genius,  ever  bufy  in  deviling  Ways  and  Means ,  to 
grieve  and  opprefs  his  Fellow  Subjects. 

But  give  me  Leave  to  ask  you,  in  my  Turn,, 
why  you  are  fo  angry  at  the  Imputation  of  defign- 
ing  a  general  Excife  ?  If  the  Excife  s,  already  etta- 
blilhed,  are  fo  extreamly  beneficial  to  the  Publick, 
as  you  reprdent  them,  why  fhould  they  not  be 

made 


Zdl  ft  R  ?(irc  as  P°ffib!e  ?  Wh7  ftould  you  lay 

C  rn  f3mt  0n  70ur Munificence  to  the  Pub- 
lick.  Why  do  you  not  make  the  Bleffing  of  Ex- 

3LtS  gCnra!  and  unlimitcd,  as  your  own  Power? 
But,  perhaps,  you  may  think  fuch  a  Torrent  of 

Happmefs  at  once  would  quite  overwhelm  us  and 
we  mult  gratefully  acknowledge  you  have  been’ W 
preparing  us  for  it,  by  BO  flow  Degrees.  g 

Vou  now  leem  to  grow  a  little  more  ferious 

’  nluhl  TtArSUment  t0  provc  that 

»  J'a0  all  Governments,  you  concln^r 
without  a  rifible  Mufcle  on  your  EeU 

chef  Care  of  the  Lcgijlature  ought  to  con/}}  tn  irno 

^Body^of , the  ^People  bonic  ^  ^le 

Maxms  will  remain 

Force  of  them  nr  m  hJ?  j  V  not  t0  fce  the 

on  that  Subjecl-But  let  us  nJwTcfourA  T 
cation  of  thefe  wife  Maxims.  }  AppIl“ 

prefiS  ^evmu^nfrtud  fbTt'h^P  that  tbe 

Debts,  is  Jre  thTrZimtllr  ^  °f 
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know,  Sir ,  that  a  do  fie  ad  Prr  &>ids ,  but  you 
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the  principal  of  our  Debn  blue  ”  per  Amu  °f 
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Sum  will  be  difeharged  for  the  r *  ^ Uh  an  ammal 

-rring  any  **  Sts-  ^  %T>  ^  ^ 

obferve  that  a  Million  per  Amf  Lcavc  to 

per  Ann.  m  perpetuum,  to  be 
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collected  by  the  Crown,  and  without  Appropriation % 
may  fome  Time  or  other  be  attended  with  mif- 
chievous  Gonfequences  to  the  Publick. 

If  This,  Sir ,  is  the  Fad:,  what  can  you  mean 
by  endeavouring  to  harrafs  the  People  with  new 
Burthens,  under  any  Shape?  You  reply  very  ma- 
gifferially  that  You  have  found  out  a  Method  of 
/applying  all  the  annual  Exigencies  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  without  burthening  the  Land,  without  lay¬ 
ing  any  new  Duty  on  any  Commodity  what  fa - 
ever,  or  any  additional  Duty  on  any  Commodity 
already  taxed.  And  how,  I  pray,  is  This  to  be 
done?  Why  by  an  Alteration  only  of  the  prefent 
Method  of  colle  cling  the  publick  Revenues,  as  to 
thofe  two  Commodities  of  Wine  Tobacco. 
— — —So  then,  — — —  out  it  comes  at  lair.  The 
Budget  is  opened \  and  our  State  Emperick  hath 
difpenfed  his  Packets-  by  his  Zany  Couriers  through 
all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  For  my  felf,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  underhand  this  Art  of  political  Leger¬ 
demain  ’  nor  can  I  find  out  the  Difference  between 
a  .new  Tax ,  and  a  new  Method  of  collecting  an  old 
fax,  which  will  bring  in  a  Sum,  equivalent  to  a 
new  one \  I  cannot  poffibly  conceive  from  whence 
this  additional  Money  is  to  come,  unlefs  it  be 
qgt  of  the  Pockets  of  the  People  •  or  in  what  the 
.  difference  to  Them  will  confift,  whether  they  pay 
it  by  Guff  ms.,  or  Excife  ;  unlefs  it  be  in  the  ad« 
ditional  Oppreffion,  in  the  Method  of  collecting 
the  latter. 

You  tell  us,  that  you  are  confident  this  Alte¬ 
ration,  in  the  Method  of  Collection,  will  produce  the 
Effects  before-mentioned ;  but  you  are  fo  good  as 
to  acknowledge,  that  in  order  to  prove  This,  it  is 
mecefary  in  the  fir  ft  Place  to  lay  it  down  as  a  'Truth, 
that  great  and  monffrous  Frauds  ate  committed  in 


the  Importation  and  Exportation  of  thofe  two  Commo¬ 
dities. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe,  in  Anfwer  to  This,  that  1 
lliould  lay  it  down  as  a  Truth ,  without  any  Proof 
to  fupport  my  Poftulatum,  that  no  Frauds  at  all 
are  committed  in  the  Importation ,  or  Exportation  of 
thefe  Commodities  ;  would  you  not  think  it  a  very 

extraordinary  Method  of  Reafoning? - -  But  we 

have  no  Occalion  to  retort  fuch  Arguments  upon 
you,  and  fcorn  to  prefs  you  any  farther  on  this 
Head.  We  are  ready  to  admit  that  Frauds  are 
committed  by  fome  unfair  Dealers  in  thefe  Commo¬ 
dities ,  as  well  as  in  all  others;  and  I  believe  it 
will  always  be  found  impracticable  to  prevent 
Frauds ,  of  fome  Kind,  in  whatever  Manner  the 
Revenues  may  be  collected,  or  to  whatever  Sort  of 
Laws  They  may  be  fubjeCt.  You  know,  Sir7  that 
Men  in  Office  will  be  corrupt.  Little  Fellows ,  with 
low  Sallaries,  will  be  apt  fometimes  to  copy  their 
Superiors  ;  and  as  They  lye  under  more  Temptati¬ 
on,  it  cannot  be  expeCted  They  fhould  be  always 
above  the  Influence  of  a  Bribe.  The  whole  Wii- 
dom  of  the  Legiflature  hath  been  many  Years  em¬ 
ployed  in  preventing  the  Officers  oj  the  Revenue , 
(both  great  and  [mail )  as  wrell  as  the  fraudulent 
Traders ,  from  being  Copartners  in  this  Sort  of  I- 
niquity.* — They  have  long  attempted  it,  1  fay,  but 
hitherto  without  Succefs. 

Now  you  would  do  well  to  inform  us  how  your 
Scheme  will  prevent  thefe  colluflve  Frauds.  Will 
the  giving  thefe  Fellows  different  Names f  while 
They  continue  under  the  fame  fmall  Sallaries  and 
Temptations ,  immediately  convert  them  into  Men 
of  Conference  and  Honour? - Is  there  any  inhe¬ 
rent  Virtue  in  the  Character  of  an  Excifeman  ? - • 

Will  not  a  good  Bribe ,  well  apply’d,  operate  as  ef¬ 
fectually  upon  Him  as  a  CuJhnmHoufe  Officer  ? 


(  IO  ) 

And  is  it  not  equally  the  Tntereft  of  the  fraudulent 
Jr ader  to  corrupt  one ,  as  well  as  the  other  ? 

-But  you  are  pleafed  to  give  us  a  Detail  of  feve- 
rjd  brands,  committed  by  fome  unfair  Traders  in 
Tobacco  and  Wine.  As  I  am  not  a  Dealer  in  either 
ot  thefe  Commodities ,  any  more  than  your  felf  it 
cannot  be  exceeded  that  I  Ihould  give  you  a  parti¬ 
cular  Anfwer  •  but,  upon  the  beft  Enquiries  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  I  have  Reafon  to  believe  that 
5  f  c  ie  ‘irt  y°ur  Charge  is  falle  and  ground- 


,1  Y°U.  tCn  ,with  regard  to  the  Tobacco  Trade, 
inat  the  1  aback  is  liable ,  and  hath  been  doubly 

defrauded  by  falfe  Weights,  and  falfe  Meafures,  mi 

j  mail  Weights  on  Importation,  by  which  the  Duty  is 

paid  ;  large  Weights  on  Exportation,  by  which  the 
Duty  ts  drawn  back. 


,  ~l0wl^  In^orm,d  (and  my  Information  feems 
it-  •  f  *oun^e(^  0n  Reafon)  that  the  fame  lawful 
Weights  and  Meafures  are  ufed  both  on  Importa¬ 
tion  and  Exportation  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ciiftoms  ; 
and  that,  inftead  of  one  Officer  attending  at  the 
ocale,  as  you  reprdent  the  Cafe,  there  are  never  lets 
than  Three, ;  viz.  the  Weigher ,  one  Land-Waiter 
<llla a  Ships  Husband ;  but  lam  told  there  are  ge¬ 
nerally  more;  Surveyors  being  often  with  them, 
v/ith  other  proper  Checks.  Befides,  the  Place  of 
weighing,  in  the ,  Cuftoms,  is  not,  as  in  Cafe  of 
Pxcife,  by  one  Officer  in  private ;  but  by  fever al  Offi¬ 
cers  on  fome  open,  lawful  Key ,  where  Coopers  and 
Porters  mull  attend,  and  other  Perfons  may  and 
frequently  do  attend;  fo  that  Frauds,  in  the  Weight 
ui  Tobacco ,  do  not  feem  to  be  very  practicable,  even 
under  the  prefent  Regulations. 

oulcII  us  tardier  that  the  Revenue  is  defrauded 
ot  a oo  1.  Weight  of  To ibacco  in  every  Hogfhead  on 
importation^  and  as  muefy  on  Exportation ;  befides 


the 


the  Advantage,  which  the  Faftor  makes,  if  He  be 
a  bold  Adventurer  (as  you  are  pleafed  to  ftyle  Him) 
by  having  the  Tobacco  jlript  and  cut  abroad ,  and 
getting  it  run  in  again . 

This  Way  of  Reafoning,  Sir,  is  averting  a  great 
deal  and  proving  nothing.  Can  you  be  fo  vain  as 
to  imagine  that  your  Ipfe  dixit ,  without  any  Vou¬ 
chers,  will  pals  current  for  Authority,  and  blaft 
the  Reputation  of  a  numerous  and  ufeful  Body  of 
Men?  You  are  pleas'd,  indeed,  to  fuppofe  a  Cafe, 
in  which  fuch  Frauds  have  been  committed,  and 
tell  us  that  you  are  able  to  prove  it  not  ill-ground¬ 
ed.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  true ;  and  what  then  ? 
Inltances,  no  doubt,  may  be  produced  of  luch  Prac¬ 
tices  ;  but  a  few  particular  Cafes  ought  not  to  be 
extended  to  the  whole  Trade  in  general ,  and  involve 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  All  your  fine  Argu¬ 
ments,  drawn  from  this  Suppolition,  are  thereiore 
nothing  to  the  Purpofe.  Belides,  you  are  obliged 
to  acknowledge  that  the  Connivance  of  a  corrupted 
Officer  is  necellary  to  thefe  fraudulent  'Tran faff  ions* 
fo  that  the  Queltion  ftili  recurs,  whether  the  dub¬ 
bing  thefe  Gentlemen  with  a  new  Title  at  the  Old 
Jewry  will  prevent  the  fame  Praffices ,  and  prove  a 
fovereign  Antidote  againlt  Corruption . 

You  feem  to  inlinuate  that  the  Importer  is  not 
accountable  to  the  Publick  for  his  Bond,  till  after 
the  Expiration  of  three  Tears ;  whereas  it  is  pay¬ 
able,  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  in  eighteen  Mouths  * 
fo  that  if  the  Tobacco  is  not  exported  within  that 
Time,  the  Bond  may  be  put  in  fuit ;  or  He  mull: 
pay  Inter efi  for  the  Money. 

In  another  Part  of  your'  Work  you  come  to 
Particulars,  and  give  us  an  Account  of  a  Fraud, 
which  feems  very  curious.  You  tell  us  that  the 
Dealers  in  Tobacco  are  guilty  of  one  My  fiery  ofl- 
pi  gutty,  by  prejjing  it  clofe  to  make  it  dry  and  light 
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on  Importation.'- — — -  Pray,  Sir,  where  did  you 
make  this  new  Difcovery  in  Philofophy,  that  pref- 

jing  a  Commodity  clofe  will  make  it  lights  or  that 
keeping  the  Jir  from  it,  which  is  likewise  the  EC- 
led:  o (  pr effing  it  clofe ,  will  make  it  dry?  I  am 
lure,  it  is  the  common  Practice  of  all  experienced 
Sntoakers  to  keep  their  Tobacco  prefsM  clofe  down 
with  a  Weight  upon  it,  not  to  make  it  dry,  but  to 
preferve  it  moijl  \  and  as  to  that  ingenious  Myjlery 
of  making  a  Commodity  light ,  by  preffing  it  clofe 
together ,  you  feem  to  have  confulted  your  Irijh 
Advocate,  Car  us ,  and  to  have  built  your  Argu¬ 
ment  on  the  wrong  Side  of  that  vulgar  Problem  ; 
which  is  heaviejl ,  a  Pound  of  Lead,  or  a  Pound  of 
Feathers  ? 

But  you  make  Hill  deeper  Difcoveries  in  this 
M)' fiery  of  Iniquity  •  for  belides  preffing  it  clofe ,  to 
make  it  dry  and  light  on  Importation ,  you  tell  us 
that  They  likewife  water  and  wet  it,  even  to  the 
Increafe  of  one  fourth  Part  of  the  Weight  on  Ex~ 
port  at  ion,  —  As  you  before  gave  us  a  Specimen 
of  your  Learning  in  Staticks ,  fo  you  here  ciifcover 
the  fame  Knowledge  in  the  Qualities  of  Watery 
which  may  be  called  your  Honour  s  new  Theory 
of  Hydrojlaticks.  But  as  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo 
great  an  Adept  as  your  felf,  I  hope  you  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  inform  me  how  Tobacco  can  be  increas’d 
one  fourth  Part  in  the  Weight,  without  damaging, 
or  intirely  fpoiiing  it.  I  wufh  likewife  you  would 
be  pleafed  to  explain  another  Point,  that  no  Duty 
is  paid  for  two  thirds  of  the  Wine  and  Tobacco 
confumed  at  Heme .  This  is  to  me  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  Aflertion,  and  feems  to  Hand  in  need  of  fome 
farther  Proof  As  you  value  yourfelf,  in  this  Per¬ 
formance,  for  fpeaking  Truths ,  and  call  upon  the 
angry  Alan  to  anfwer  them,  I  hope  you  will  de~ 
tend  to  Particulars,  and  then  the  World  will 

I  - judse 


judge  what  Regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  your  Ve- 

racity .  J 

It  hath  been  often  allowed  that  Frauds  have 
been  committed  in  the  Tobacco  Trade ;  tho’,  con¬ 
sidering  the  Bulkynefs  of  that  Commodi  ty,  it  feems 
impracticable  to  run  it  in  any  fuch  Degree,  as  you 
reprelent.  But  why  don't  you  tell  the  World 
wiiere  thefe  Frauds  are  chiefly  carry ed  on,  if  not 
countenanced  ?  You  cannot  be  ignorant.  Sir,  of 
t  te  clandeftine  Trade,  in  this  Commodity,  between 
C/a/cow  and  other  Northern  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
f  ct;  this  Myfiery  of  Iniquity  is  not  fo  much  as" 
btnted  at,  thro’  your  whole  Letter.  What  can  be 
the  Meaning  of  fomuch  Tendernefs,  and  evenPar- 
tiahty  t°  our  Fellow  Subjects  o i Scotland,  at  this 
Juncture  ?  Why  fuch  a  total  Silence  on  this  Head  • 
as  if  they  had  no  Concern  in  the  prefent  Scheme. 
either  as  to  th cDifeafe,  or  the  Remedy  propofed 
by  it .  A  lew  Days  will  £hew  their  Senfe  of  this 
%***,  an_d  whether  they  are  more  refigned  to 
the  Will  of  a  Mmifter. ,  than  is  ufual  in  Cafes  of 
National  Concern ;  for  however  They  may  flat- 

ternThemf^eS’  thc  DaP  mult  come  at  laft,  that 
'Tu’  Thcm  f  an  Equality  of  Taxes,  and  o- 
t)Ugc 1  1  hem  to  fubmit  to  the  fame  Burthen  with 


•  As  to  Frauds ,  on  this  Side  the  Tweed,  what- 
ever  they  may  be,  why  are  they  confined  wholly 
to  the  Cuftoms  f— It  is  very  well  known  that  Exctfes 
have  Deen  attended  with  as  great  Myfteries  of  Ini - 
quity,  as  the  Cajioms  ;  particularly  in  Norfolk; 
where  a  fraudulent  Traffick  hath  been  carryed 
on  with  great  Succeis,  for  many  Years,  in  the  Du¬ 
ties  upon  Malt,  by  the  fame  Methods,  which  you 
arc  pieafed  to  charge  on  the  Dealers  in  Tobacco. 
it  therefore  Exctfes  have  fuch  a  fecret  Virtue  in 
them,  as  to  fandify  their  Officers,  and  keep  their 

Fingers 


I  *4  ) 

Fingers  undcfiled,  how  came  they  to  lofe  their 
Purity,  and  fall  into  the  fame  wicked  Arts  with 
the  Officers  of  the  Cufioms  ?  Perhaps,  Sir ,  your 
own  Knowledge  of  thefe  Frauds  in  Malt  might 
XflTyou  with  the  fir  ft  Hint  of  this  glorious 
Scheme  ■  and  the  Corruptions  of  Excifis  in  Nor¬ 
folk  give  you  Reafon  to  fufpeft  the  fame  Abufes 
in  the  Cuftoms  at  London.  But  fuppohng  all  thefe 
evil  Practices  to  be  true  of  the  Cupm-houfe  Offi- 
cef/i  why  are  They  not  prevented,  or  pumihed,  by 

Thofe  at  the  Head  of  our  Finances? - -Are 

the  Laws ,  or  the  Extent  of  their  Power  too  fhort 

to- reach  thefe  Offenders? - :  Is  Cory  ion  grown 

fo  inveterate,  as  well  as  epidemical  a  Malady, 
that  it  is  become  incurable  ?  - Hath  the  Coun¬ 

tenance  it  hath  received  from  our  Superiors,  and 
even  from  fome  of  the  moji  holy  Order  of  Men , 
given  it  a  Sandion,  that  makes  it  fafe,  as  wdl  as 
fafhionablc  ? — We  know  from  whence  thefe  Officers 
derive  their  Authority,-  and  by  whom  they  are  ap- 
nointed.  Have  their  Principals  received  any  luch 
Complaints  agair.ft  them,  and  have  there  been  no 
Examples  of  Puniihment  ?  Or  win  thefe  Abufes 

admit  of  no  Reformation,  without  deftroying  -Trade 
and  Liberty  -,  or,  to  fpeak  in  Scripture-Language, 

lay  ini'  this  Excife-Axe  to  the  Root  of  he  Tree  ? 

'  Yes,  Sir,  if  your  Scheme  be  really  tor  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  the  Revenue,  and  not  meerly  a  Plan 
\f  Power,  I  believe  I  could  my  fell  propofc  a 
Remedy  againft  moft  of  thefe  Evils  ;  for  if  there 
is  the  '.call  Difference  between  Excifemenwd  Cu~ 
ftm-houfc  Officers,  it  cannot  poliibly  confift  m  any 
'  Thino-  but  This ;  that  the  former  are  appointed  by 
the  Ommitfioners  of  Excife,  who  may  have  Expert- 
ence  of  their  Fidelity,  as  well  as  Abilities,  and 
therefore  are,  in  fome  Manner,  anfwerabk  tor  h  r 

Conduct ;  whereas  the  latter  are  the  Creatuia 
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of  the  Treafary,  and  recommended  from  fuch  high 
Hands,  as  render  Them  almoli  independent  of 
their  Mailers  at  the  Cujiom-houfe .  Therefore,  Sir, 
before  you  make  any  more  invidious  Comparifons 
between  one  CommiJJion  and  the  other ,  you  would 
do  well  to  put  them  upon  an  Equality,  in  this 
Relped,  and  give  the  CommiJJioners  of  the  Cufioms 
the  fame  Power  of  nominating  and  advancing  their 
Officers,  as  Thofe  of  the  Excife  have  already.  I 
am  told  that  This  was  pradifed  in  the  Time  of 
One  of  your  Predeceffors ;  and  if  you  pleafe  to  revive 
®  believe  you  will  find  no  great  Difference  be¬ 
tween  i  hem,  in  Point  of  Honeffiy,  or  Ability  •  but 
it  feems,  no  Regulations  will  anfwer  your  Purpo^/ 
but  fubjeding  foe  Cufioms  to  the  Laws  of  Excife  • 
and  in  this  Point,  Sir,  we  mull  beg  Leave  to  hops 
that  the  fame  Difference  will  be  continued  for  ever. 

The  Frauds  in  the  Wi ne  Trade  fucceed  in  their 
Courfe  5  and  tho  you  have  not  advanced  one  Ar¬ 
gument,  on  this  Head,  but  what  hath  b^en  fre¬ 
quently  expofed  already  ,  I  plainly  perceive  bv 
the  Air  of  Triumph,  with  which  you  deliver  your 
felf  on  this  Part  ot  the  Subied,  that  you  "will 
impute  it  to  want  of  Ability,  if  I  ftould  pafs  it 
by,  without  any  Notice. 

You  tell  us  that  a  great  deal  of  Wine  is  dan- 
deftinely  run ;  and  that  the  greatefl  Part  of  what 
ts  fold  inpubltck  Hottfes  ts  nothing  but  a  poilbnous 
dornpohtion  of  unknown  Materials.  In  another 
rlace,  you  fay  that  the  hiavijb  Coopers  and  Vint¬ 
ners  fell  ten  times  the  Quantities  of  the  Wines 
they  punhafe  from  the  ho, left  Merchant,  by  their 
tinreafonable  Mixtures  of  cheap  and,  perhaps,  poi- 
lonous  Materials.  ‘  ’  ^  . 


Here  hkewife  we  are  willing  to  admit,  as  it 
hath  been  often  allowed  already  in  the  Courfe  of 
fhis  long  Debate,  that  there  are  Frauds  and  Ik- 
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portions  in  this  Branch  of  Trade,  by  the  Mixture 
and  Adulteration  of  Wines  ;  but  we  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  them  to  be  fo  exorbitant  in  the  Ghiantiiy , 
or  fo  noxious  in  the  Quality,  as  you  fet  them 
forth. 


You  mull  excufe  me,  Sir ,  if  1  take  Notice  that 
the  Manner,  in  which  this  Part  of  the  Argument 
has  been  treated  by  Ton,  and  efpecially  your  Advo¬ 
cates,  is  not  only  indecent,  but  irnpoliticL  Had  this 
Regulation  of  the  Wine  Trade  been  calculated  only 
for  the  Good  of  Mankind,  and  to  preferve  the 
Health  of  his  Majejif  s  Subjeths it  was  fnrely  your 
Intereil  to  conciliate  the  Minds  of  all  People  to 
it,  efpecially  Thofe  moil:  affected,  by  cool  Rea- 
loning,  and  fmooth  Words  but  fuppoling  your 
great  Regard  for  our  Confitutions  might  tranfport 
ybu-'ardittk  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Decency  againfc 
thofe  common  Poifoners,  the  Vintners',  what  Oc- 
calion  was  there  to  treat  their  Wives  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  in  fo  cavalier  a  Manner,  as  a  Parcel  of  Bawds 
and  Whores ,  who  were  at  the  Service  of  every 
dnniken  Rake  ? — Have  you  then  met  with  fo  little 
Qppofition  to  your  Scheme,  as  to  encourage  your 
Advocates  to  exafperate  People  in  this  Manner,  and 
add  the  Infults  of  brutal  Language  to  the  Terrors 
of  an  Excife  ? 

But  inflead  of  Rcafoning  with  you  any  farther 
on  this  Subject,  give  me  Leave  to  ask  you  a  few 
Queftions. 

With  what  View  can  you  infill  fo  much  on  the 
poifonous  Compoftions  of  the  Coopers  and  Wine  Brew¬ 
ers  ? - -  Do  you  really  delign  that  nothing  but 

Nett  Wines  fhall  be  fold  for  Wine  ? - Have  you 

no  Apprehenfions  that  This  will  defiroy  the  very 
End  of  your  Project  ?  — — — >  Conic  !  lay  your 
Hand  on  your  Heart,  and  declare  the  Truth 
freely  ;  that  it  is  not  your  Defign  to  preferve 


the  People  of  England  from  being  poifoned ,  but 
to  increafe  the  Revenue ,  by  laying  a  Duty  of 
fix  Pounds  on  every  Hogfhead  of  Poifon ,  fold  to 
Them  by  Authority.  Be  fb  good  as  to  let  us 
know  whether  the  Officers  will  be  ordered  to  take 
no  Duty  upon  any  Liquors  called  Wines  ^  but  what 
They  fhall  be  allured  are  pure?  Or,  if  This  fhould 
be  the  Cafe,  don’t  you  think  it  will  be  fomething 
difficult  to  pick  up  Officers  of  fuch  exquilite  Pa¬ 
lates,  as  to  diilinguifh  real  Wines  irom  the  artful 
Compoiitions  of  thefe  fubtle  Wizards ,  (as  your 
Advocates  call  them)  the  Coopers  and  Wine-brew¬ 
ers  ?  Or,  if  you  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  get  a 
compleat  Collection  of  thefe  ingenious  Artijis ,  and 
by  their  Means  intircly  deffroy  our  Horne- Manu¬ 
facture  of  Wine  *  what  would  be  the  Confequence? 
Would  not  the  Price  oj  Wine  be  advanced?  Might 
not  that  Advance  leffen  the  Confimption ,  and  con- 
fequently  diminilh  the  Revenue  ?  Nay,  if  it  fhould 
happen  to  be  attended  with  none  of  thefe  Confe- 
quences,  and  the  fame  Quantity  oj  Wine  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  drunk  in  England ,  mull  it  not  vaflly 
inlarge  the  Importation  of  foreign  Wines ,  according 
to  your  own  excellent  Calculation,  and  turn  the 
Ballance  of  that  Trade  intirely  againd  us  ? 

Having  defcanted,  in  this  learned  Manner,  on 
the  myjterious  Iniquities  committed  by  the  Dealers 
in  Wine  and  Tobacco^  you  affebt  a  great  deal  of 
Concern  for  the  poor  People  of  England ;  whom, 
with  a  filly  Pathos ,  you  ftyle  the  unhappy  Suffe¬ 
rers ,  and  are  fo  good  as  to  profefs  your  lelf  their 
Advocate .  Your  Companion  for  their  Sufferings,  at 
this  d  ime,  is  truely  heroical,  and  comes  with  a 
peculiar  Grace  from  the  Mouth  of  G/;e,  who  hath 
wantonly  (ported,  for  many  Y ears  pad,  with  Pains , 
Penalties  and  Taxes,  Put  there  feems  to  be,  at 

G  tht 
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the  fame  Time,  a  little  Spleen  and  Uneajinefs  mixed 
up  with  thefe  Profdfions  of  Sorrow  and  Affeftion 
for  the  People .  Vou  tell  us,  with  a  very  awkard 
Sneer,  that  it  is  almojl  impojftble  to  believe  that ,  in 
thefe  Days  of  Reformation,  there  will  not  be  the 
fame  Zeal  jhewn  againjl  Thofe,  who  defraud  the 
whole  Body  of  the  People  in  fo  open ,  fo  notorious 7 
fo  avowed  and  publick  a  Manner ,  as  there  hath 
jujlly  been  exprejfed  againjl  Thofe,  who  have  been 
guilty  of  the  like  Crimes  againjl  particular  Societies, 
or  a  few  particular  Perfons. 

Here,  Sir ,  it  I  take  you  rightly,  your  Joy  is 
not  quite  fincere.  You  do  not  leem  to  be  altoge¬ 
ther  pleafed  with  thefe  Days  of  Reformation. 
Methinks  I  fee  you  in  your  Clofet,  while  you 
are  writing  this  elegant  Paflage,  knitting  your 
Brows,  and  muttering  to  your  felf— Charita¬ 
ble  Corporation  !  —  Derwentwater  !  — - - 

York  Buildings!  «— * Where  the  Devil  will  this 
Reformation  end  ?  - 

I  thought,  Sir,  all  was  not  quite  right  with  you 
by  the  laid  Paragraph  ;  and  in  the  next  you  dffco-' 
ver  it  very  plainly;  for  you  immediately  drop  the 
fmooth,  cajoling  Style,  and,  loling  all  your  Tem¬ 
per  at  once,  call  every  Body  about  you,  Jacobites 
and  Republicans.  You  feem,  indeed,  to  be  a 
little  fenlible  ©f  your  Diforder,  by  owning  them 
to  be  Perfons  of  very  remote  Principles ,  and  calling 
it  an  unnatural  Union .  Why  really,  £V>,  the  Com- 
pojition  is  odd  enough;  a  little  more  odd,  I  fancy, 
than  any  you  will  find  in  the  Vintners  Cellars . 

We  know  that  you  have  long  been  ufed  to  this 
Gentlemanlike  Way  of  confuting  your  Adverfaries ; 
and  it  mu  ft  be  confefs’d  that  you  have  formerly 
executed  many  hopeful  Projedfe,  by  Virtue  of  this 
Word  Jacobite ;  but  it  is  too  much  worn  at  pre¬ 
fen  t 
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lent  to  do  you  any  Service ;  and  therefore  you  tack 
the  Word  Republican  to  i t,  notwithffanding  the 
Remotenefs  and  Incongruity  of"  their  Principles* 
ou  tell  us  that  f  hefe  are  the  only  two  Denomina— 
tions  of  Mon,  who  have  rais’d  the  prefent  Clamour 
and  oppos’d  y  out  Scheme.  What!  does  the  City  of 
Loudon  and  molt  of  the  great  trading  Towns  and 
Corporations  in  England  confiifl  of  nothin^  but 
Jacobites  and  Republicans  P  Rut  as  you  have  always 
branded  every  Body  with  the  Character  of  a  Ja- 
cobite,  who  hath  been  formerly  diftinguifh’d  by 
*die  ^.ame  °J  a  ^bry,  or  an  High-Churchman  in 
the  Days  of  our  unhappy  Divifions ;  fo  it  is  very 
probable  that,  under  the 'Denomination  of  Repub¬ 
licans,  you  include  all  Thofe,  whether  Low-Church¬ 
men  or  Diffienters,  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as 
to  diflike  your  Meafures.  If  This,  Sir,  is  your 
Meaning,  I  believe  you  will  find  Them  no  it/confi- 
derable  Party  •  for,  laying  afide  the  valt  Body  of 
Crown-Officers,  Civil,  Military  and  Ecclefiajlical,  I 
think  They  cannot  amount,  at  a  moderate  Compu¬ 
tation,  to  lefs  than  Ninety-nine  in  an  Hundred  of 
the  whole  Kingdom.  I  hope  therefore  that  you 
have  been  a.  little  too  free,  in  ftigmatizing  all  thefe 
lerfons  with  the  Character  of  being  Enemies  to  the 
Royal  Family,  now  eftabhftid  on  the  Throne 

find  OUT  PRESENT  HAPPY  CONSTITUTION, 

*  ,far’  1  am  readP. t0  admit  your  AfTcrtion 

is  jult;  that  you  have  united  thefe  two  great  Bo¬ 
dies  of  Men,  in  the  Senfe  before-mentioned,  and 
brought  about  that  happy  Coalition  of  Parties, 
which  We  have  long  endeavour’d,  but  in  vain,  to 
accomphlh.  This,  Sir,  is  the  only  good  Effed  at¬ 
tending  your  Scheme.  But  whether  it  was  altoge¬ 
ther  politick  in  you  to  blab  out  this  Secret,  I  leave 
r°  y?lr  °™  Judgment.  It  is,  at  leaf!,  a  publiek 
4-.ontelhon  from  your  own  Mouth,  that  two  Par- 

^  2  ties, 


(  zo  ) 

tics,  the  moji  remote  in  their  Principles ,  Views  and 
Inter  efts,  are  vigor  cufty  united  in  their  .Oppoftt  ion  to 
your  Me  afire  s. 

Bat  you  affirm  that  this  Oppofition  proceeds 
from  the  A  pprehensions  of  the  unfair  Traders ,  that 
it  will  effectually  prevent  Frauds  in  the  Collection  of 
the  Revenue  *  upon  which  you  apply  another  Piece 
cf  Schoolboy's  Latin  •  hinc  ill ie  Lacrymw.  - — — 
No,  Sir ,  you  are  as  fenfible  as  any  Man  in  Eng¬ 
land  that  this  general  Opposition  arifes  from  the 
juit  Apprehenlions  of  the  People,  founded  on  Ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  Manner  of  collecting  Duties  by 
Excife  is  ruinous  to  Trade ,  and  tends  to  the  Sub- 
verfion  of  Liberty.  I  hey,  who  have  felt  the  Ri¬ 
gor  of  thefe  Laws ,  complain  of  them  as  grievous. 
For  this  Reafon,  They  have  declared  again#  any 
farther  Extenjion  of  them  ;  and  are  refolved  to  op- 
pofe  it  by  all  dutiful  and  lawful  Methods  *  but 
you,  Sir ,  tell  Them  very  gracioufly,  that  They  arc 
ignorant  of  their  own  Interefts  *  that  They  know 
nothing  of  Trade *  and  that  you  are  refolved  ta 
make  Them  happy  under  thefe  Laws ,  whether 
They  will,  or  no. 

As  a  Proof  that  this  Remedy  will  be  adequate 
to  the  Diftemper ,  you  give  us  an  Inftance  in  the 
late  Ad,  for  exciting  Coffee ,  Tea  and  Chocolate  ; 
which,  you  fay,  hath  brought  above  a  Million  more 
into  the  Exchequer ,  during  the  eight  Tears ,  in 
which  ’  They  have  been  under  thefe  excellent  Laws , 
than  They  produced  in  the  eight  Tears  preceding. 
How  far  We  may  take  your  Word  for  This,  X 
know  not ;  or,  fuppoling  it  to  be  true,  it  may  be 
owing  to  other  Caufes,  belides  the  Prevention  of 
Frauds  ^  fuch  as  Luxury ,  and  the  increas’d  Con - 
fmption  of  thofo  Commodities ,  which  is  now  become 
almoit  univerfal  \  for  it  is  certain  that  Tea  was  ne¬ 
ver  fo  much  run ,  as  it  hath  been  iincc  that  AT ; 

and 
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and  I  am  credibly  informed  that  whatever  the  Ex* 
cife  might  produce  at  firtl,  it  hath  dwindled  away 
again  for  feveral  Years  pall;  fo  that,  perhaps,  We 
fhall  find,  upon  a  firid:  Enquiry,  that,  excepting 
the  Abatement  of  Premiums  on  prompt  Payment , 
(which,  in  Efledt,  is  an  additional  Tax )  the  Publick 
hath  gain’d  but  little  by  this  boafled  Improvement 
oj  the  Revenue ,  befides  an  Increafe  of  Officers ,  and 
the  Power  of  awing  and  harajjing  the  Subject  •  for 
there  is  hardly  any  Thing  wanting  in  that  ASf, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Finances  of  France ,  or 
Denmark* 

And  yet  you  are  not  alhamed  to  fuggeft,  that 
the  Inconvenience ,  which  hath  arifen  from  the  Al¬ 
teration  oj  collecfing  the  Duties  on  thefe  Commo¬ 
dities,  is  in  no  Degree  adequate  to  the  vaft  Benefit, 
which  hath  accrued  to  the  Publick* — Pray,  Sir,  is 
not  the  dittreffing  and  vexing  many  Thoufands  of 
the  People  an  Inconvenience  f— Is  not  the  Difcon- 
tent  of  the  People  ot  England  in  general,  ariiing 
from  this  Alteration,  an  Inconvenience  of  great 
W7eight  and  Confequence  ?  —  Do  you  think,  Sir, 
that  nobody’s  Eafe  and  Happinefs  are  to  be  confut¬ 
ed  but  your  own ;  or  that  your  fingle  Refolution 
ought  to  ‘bear  down  the  united  Judgment  of  the 
People  ot  Great  Britain ?  —  —  1  apprehend,  Sir, 
•that  This  ot  it  felf  would  be  fuch  an  Inconveni¬ 
ence,  as  no  Increafe  of  the  Duty  whatfoever  would 
compenfate  to  the  People. 

1  he  next  Thing  remarkable  in  your  Letter  is 
your  Declamation  on  the  fatal  Mifchiefs ,  accruing 
to  the  AAerchants  and  their  unfortunate  Friends , 
who  are  Sureties  for  I  hem,  by  their  having  Credit 
given  i  hem  on  their  Bonds ;  which  tempts  Them 
to  employ  their  Money  in  Exchange- Alley* 

W  hat  a  noble  F  riend  art  Thou  to  the  Traders 
of  Great  Britain  f  - - -  Is  not  Credit  equal  to  Mo¬ 
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my  ?  —  Is  not  Credit  to  the  Publick  a  Multiplies* 
tion  of  Money  r —  Have  not  you  found  it  fo,  in 
many  Inftances,  for  your  own  Advantage  ? 

Hath  not  the  diflufive  Influence  of  Credit  reduced 
the  national  Inter  eft  to  half  what  it  was,  in  former 
Times  ?  And,  if  the  Credit  of  Traders ,  on  which 
the  national  Credit  depends,  is  taken  from  Them, 
how  foon  mull  They  link  into  Bankruptcy  ?  — — 
However,  thus  far  I  will  agree  with  you ;  that  an 
Excife  will  prevent  the  Ruin  of  many  Families  by 
Credit — Why?  —  Bccaufe  Multitudes  of  Trade fmen 
will  be  undone,  for  want  of  Perfons  to  give  Them 

Credit .  - Who  will  truft  Shop-keepers ,  do  you 

think,  who  are  liable  every  Day  of  their  Lives  to 
be  reduced  to  Ruin,  for  little  Miftakes ,  or  Frauds y 
by  arbitrary  Judges  and  exorbitant  Penalties  ?  — It 
is  like  giving  Security  for  their  good  Behaviour  • 
•which,  in  fome  Cafes,  is  little  lefs  than  a  Prohibit 
tion  from  lawful  Bufmefs . 

As  for  Stock  jobbing,  if  any  Thing  will  en** 
courage  it  more  than  ufual,  it  is  an  Excise  ;  and, 
perhaps,  That  may  be  one  of  your  covert  Reafons 
for  purfuing  this  Scheme  with  fo  much  undaunted 
Vigour ;  for  if  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of 
England  fliould  not  be  able  to  purfue  their  hone  ft 
Buhnefs  without  a  Load  of  heavy  Chains  on  their 
Legs,  They  will  naturally  refort  to  Stock-jobbing * 
Defpair  of  getting  a  competent  Livelyhood  and 
Subftance  by  Trade  in  the  common  Way,  to  which 
They  were  bred,  will  drive  Them  to  extraordinary 
Methods  of  Subiiftance.  Neccffity  compels  Men  to 
Acts  of  Hazard  and  Danger.  It  forces  fome  to 
the  Highway  •  others  to  Exchange-Alley ;  and  ma¬ 
ny  to  ferve  the  vile  Purpofes  of  a  wicked  Minifter .. 
But  you,  Sir,  cannot  plead  Necejftty  in  your  Ex-- 
cufe.'  It  is  mecr  Wantonnefs  and  Infolence  of 
Power,  which  prompt  you  to  fport,  in  this  Man* 
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ner,  with  the  Fortunes  and  Liberties  of  your  Fel¬ 
low  Subjects. 

After  this  ridiculous  Inveffive  againft  Credit , 
you  are  pleafed  to  make  an  authoritative  Declama¬ 
tion,  without  any  Colour  of  Reafon,  or  Coherence 
of  Ar  gument,  that  in  Confequence  of  this  Scheme , 
Great  Britain  will  become  a  free  Port,  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  Storehoufe  for  Wine  and  Tobacco. - -So 

extraordinary  an  Afiertion  as  This  deferves  a  Re¬ 
mark  or  two  ;  and  firffc  as  to  Wine. 

For  God  Sake,  what  can  your  Honour  mean  by 
faying  that  your  Scheme  will  make  Great  Britain  a 
Storehoufe  for  that  Commodity  ?  How  ignorant 
mud  you  be  of  the  Nature  of  all  Sorts  of  Trade y 
except  one,  to  fall  into  fo  filly  a  Miftake  ?  To 
what  Purpofe  fhou’d  any  Body  land  Wines  here, 
in  order  to  export  them  abroad  ?  Was  This  ever 
heard  of  before  ?  For  my  Part,  I  am  an  utter 
Stranger  to  any  fuch  Kind  of  Commerce ;  nor 
do  I  believe  that  Wines  were  ever,  or  will  ever  be 
exported  from  Great  Britain ,  in  any  Quantities 
worth  Regard.  To  what  Place,  I  pray,  can  the 
Merchants  be  fuppofed  to  fend  them  ?  Other 
Countries  can  buy  Wines ,  or  take  them  in  Ex¬ 
change  for  their  own  Goods ,  at  a  cheaper  Rate 
than  They  can  have  them  from  us. 

And  as  for  making  Great  Britain  a  free  Port 
and  a  general  Store-houfe  for  Tobacco ,  your  Honour 
feems  to  have  fallen  into  a  greater  Blunder  than 
in  the  former  Article.  Can  this  Ifland  be  the 
Store-houfe  for  Tobacco  in  a  greater  Degree,  than 
it  is  at  prefent?  Is  not  the  chief  Part  of  this  Com¬ 
modity  the  Growth  of  our  own  Plantations  ?  And 
is  not  all  our  Plantation-Tobacco  now  brought  hi¬ 
ther  ?  Can  it  be  carryed  to  any  other  Country 

without  being  firft  landed  in  Great  Britain  ? - - 

At  prefent  therefore  this  If  and  may  be  properly 

laid 
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faid  to  be  "the  general  Storeboufe  for  Tobacco ,  tho* 
not  a  free  Port  ;  and  you  wou  d  do  well  to  confl- 
der,  Sir,  whether  any  Alteration  in  the  Courle  of 
this  Trade ,  efpecially  by  way  of  Recife,  may  not 
afied  it  in  a  very  great  Degree,  and  encourage  other 
Nations  to  become  our  Rivals  in  it  ;  as  They  have 
already  been,  with  too  much  Succefs,  in  Sugar  and 
other  Commodities . 

You  now  pay  your  Devoirs  to  the  Retailer , 
and  make  fome  Apologies  to  him  for  not  taking 
his  Cafe  into  Conlideration  before. 

Why  really,  Sir ,  I  think  it  is  high  Time  to  give 
thefe  poor  People  a  few  good  Words  ;  and  you  feem 
to  fet  out  verv  fair  ;  but  on  reading  feveral  Pages, 
under  this  Article,  I  can  find  nothing  in  them  but 
the  fame  Strain  of  Railing  and  Abufe ,  with  an  awk- 
ard  Attempt  to  prove  that  it  is  all  for  their  Good, 
You  confine  your  Invedive,  indeed,  to  the  frau¬ 
dulent  Trader  ;  but  you  plainly  intend  it  againft 
the  whole  Body  of  the  Retailers  in  general  ;  for 
tho’  you  are  pleafed  to  admit  that  there  is  fuch  a 
Thing  in  the  World  as  a  fair  Trader ,  you  do 
it  in  a  mighty  cool  Manner,  by  way  o iParenthefis ; 
as  much  as  to  fay,  Rara  Avis  in  terris  !  if  I  may 
venture  to  give  you  a  little  Scrap  of  Latin  in  my 
Turn. — But  let  us  come  to  the  Point;  which  brings 
us  to  the  fecond  Objection  againjl  the  propofed 
Alteration  ;  that  it  will  he  injurious  to  English 
Liberty. 

You  begin  w  ith  that  Branch  of  the  Objedion, 
which  concerns  the  Power  of  the  Officers  to  vifit 
Houfes  ;  and  affirm,  without  any  Helitation,  that 
it  will  be  for  every  honejl  Man  s  Advantage  and 
Credit ;  upon  which  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  ask  you 
a  few  more  Queftions. 

Good  Sir ,  do  you  think  it  can  be  for  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  houejlejl  Man  in  England ,  to  have  every 
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Room  in  his  Houfe  conflantly  liable  to  be  rumma¬ 
ged,  by  Day  or  by  Night,  at  the  Will  and  Pieafure 
of  a  f curvy  little  Fellow ,  who  may  hope  to  recom¬ 
mend  himfelf  by  being  vexatious  in  bis  Office ,  or 
perhaps  with  an  Intent  only  of  drawing  out  a  little 
Civility  Money  ;  which  may  afterwards  be  made  a 
Charge  againfl:  the  -poor  Retailer ,  and  involve  him 
in  fever e  Penalties  and  ignominious  Profecutions? 

Is  it  for  the  Advantage  of  an  honejl  Man  to  be 
at  the  Charge  of  keeping  Scales  and  Weights ,  as 
well  as  being  obliged  himfelf  to  afjijl  in  weighing 
his  Goods ,  as  often  as  this  buffi  familiar  ihali  be 
pleas'd  to  require  it  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage  to  be  at  the  Trouble  of 
keeping  regular  Accounts  of  all  the  Goods  He  fells 
every  Day,  and  to  whom  He  fells  them  ? 

Is  it  fof  his  Advantage  to  be  continually  dancing 
Attendance  at  the  Permit  Office ,  and  waiting  the 
-Pleaiure  of  the  little  Clerks  there,  who  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  regaling  Themfelves  at  a  neighbouring 
Alehoufe ,  for  every  Quantity  of  Goods  He  may  fell 
above  fix  Pound  Weighty  or  above  a  Gallon  in  ex« 
eifeable  Liquors;  which  is  liable  to  be  feized  and 
forfeited  without  their  Certificate  ? 

Can  it  be  thought  to  be  either  for  the  Advantage 
or  yredit  of  an  honejl  APan  to  lye  under  the  Obli¬ 
gation  of  frequently  purging  himfelf  upon  Oath , 

in  the  cxaftefl  Manner,  with  Regard  to  his  parti¬ 
cular  Dealings? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage ,  that  thefe  P  rot  eft  ant  In- 
quifitors  fhould  be  let  into  the  particular  Knowledge 
of  all  his  Dealings  *  by  which  Means  they  may 
frequently  have  it  in  their  Power  to  deprefs  his 
Credity  and  clandeffinelv  work  him  out  of  his  Bft- 
Jwefs  ? 

In  Justification  of  thefe  exorbitant  Powers^  you 
draw  a  very  pretty  Comparifeu  between  Ships 

H  HoWes. 
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Hsufes  ;  and,  tell  us,  that  the  Cuftom-Hoafe  Officer 
has  the  fame  Power  over  one ,  that  the  Exafeman 
hath  over  the  other.— But  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  make 
a  {mall  Dillinction  in  this  Gate. 

A  Ship ,  Sir,  is  a  molt  ingenious  Piece  of  Aft- 
tbonifa  delign’d  for  the  Conveyance  of  mercan¬ 
tile  Goods  from  one  Part  of  the  %  orld  to  anothei , 
and,  as  I  apprehend  with  humble  SubmUBpn,  can¬ 
not  be  called  a  fix' A  Habitation.  For  this  Rea- 
fon,  it  is  liable  to  Infpedion  m  a  1  Comitries, 
W'amns  and  other  common  Vehicles.  But  a  Man- 
fion-Honfe,  or  private  Dwelling-place,  hath  been  al¬ 
ways  eiteemed  a  fort  dLSmiBrnry,  in.  molt.  «w- 
liz’d  Nations ;  efpecially  where  liberty  prevails 
in  any  Degree  ;  and,  in  this  Nation,  it  hath  al¬ 
ways  palled  under  the  Name  of  a  Man  s  Cafile  . 
till  you,  Sir,  formed  the  Project  ot  invading  an< 
reducing  it  to  the  fame  precarious  State  with  our 
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abfolutely  neceflary,  and  not  at  all  inconvenient 
to  the  honefi  Trader.  The  bonefi  Trader  is  of  ano¬ 
ther  Opinion ,  and  knows  there  is  a  Myfteru 
even  in  the  fair  eft  T rade,  which  ought  not  to  be 
difeovered.  Dear  Sir,  give  ,  me  Leave  to  appeal  to 
your  felf.  in  this  Cafe.  Do  you  not  from  your 
fjeart  believe  the  Art  of  Decyphering  to  be  a  very 
Zed  Trade  ?  Do  you  not  think  it  as  myfterms  an 
At/  as  any  carry  a  on  even  by  the  Wm  Byewers 
and  Tobacco  Factors?  And  yet,  you  may  re¬ 
member  that  it  was  adjudg’d  by  the  higheft  Autho¬ 
rity,  on  a  very  folemn  Occafion,  that  This  was  a 
Myftery,  which  ought  not  to  be  revealed ,  thoug 
the  Intcrcft  of  only  two  Persons  m  the  whole 

Kingdom  were  concerned  in  it.  „  „  r 

B"ut  let  me  go.  a  little  farther  on  this  Subjed  of 
difeovering  the  Myfteries  of  Trade.  What  is  te 


Reafon,  Sir,  for  giving  large  Sums  of  Money 
with  Apprentices?  Is  it  only  tor  Board  and  Lodg¬ 
ing  ;  or  is  it  to  bilrudt  them  in  the  Art  and  My- 
fiery  of  the  particular  Trade,  to  which  They  are 
bound  ?  Are  not  tbefe  Words  the  very  Terms  ex- 
prefled  in  their  Indentures  ?  If  therefore  your  Rea¬ 
soning  is  juft  and.  tour  Scheme  fhould  prevail,  I 
would  advife  all  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  others,  to 
bind  their  Sons  Apprentices  to  Excifemen,  as  the 
bell  Way  to  inftru<ft  them  in  the  Myfieries  of  all 
Trades  at  once  •  fo  that  if  one  fails,  they  may  take 
up  another. 

But  here  you  recur  once  more  to  the  Myfieries 
of  Iniquity ,  and  afiert  that  it  is  upon  this  Ac¬ 
count  the  Retailers  dread  an  Infpedfion.  — — — ~ 
Lord,  Sir,  how  came  you ,  of  all  Men  in  the  World, 
to  be  fo  fond  of  difcovering  Myfieries  of  Iniquity  ? 
Do  but  conlider  what  a  terrible  Fright  you  was  in 
but  a  few  Pages  before,  on  Account  of  thefe  Days 
of  Reformation ,  One-  wou'd  think  that  you  had 
loft  your  Senses  with  your  Honesty,  as  your  * 
learned  Advocate  Mr.  Osborne  obferved,  in  his  ju-* 
dicious  Paper  of  Saturday  laft  \  but  I  will  put  the 
Iffue  of  our  prefent  Difpute  on  this  Jingle  Point.— 
Will  you,  Sir ,  who  are  fo  zealous  for  extending 
this  vifitatorial  Power ,  be  pleafed  to  put  your  fell* 
under  the  fame  JurifdiBmi,  and  confent  to  have 
your  Accounts  infpeBed ,  and  the  Myfiery  of  your 
Dealings  expofed ,  in  the  fame  rigorous  Manner,  by 
CmmiffionerS ,  to  be  appointed  by  the  People? 
Grant  us  only  this  Point,  and  I  believe  all  the  Cor¬ 
porations  in  England,  Lynn  itfelf  not  excepted, 
wou’d  revoke  their  late  InfiruBions,  and  heartily 
concur  in  a  Scheme,  which  might  be  attended  with 
fuch  infinite  Advantage  to  the  Nation,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  no  fmail  Improvement  of  the  Revenue. 
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But  as  we  can  have  no  Hopes  that  you  will 
ever  content  to  any  Inquifitton  of  this  Sort ,  let  us 
examine  the  remaining  Part  of  your  Letter . 

I  he  Privilege  of  Englijhmen,  to  be  tryed  by 
Junes,  is  fo  well  underftood  by  every  Clafs  of  Peo-* 
pie,  and  the  Argument  upon  it  hath  been  fo  fully 
exhaulted,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Difpute ,  that  it 
may  be  thought  almoft  impertinent  to  ofler  any 
thing  farther  on  that  Subject;  and  I  do  allure 
you,  Sir,  that  nothing  fhou’d  induce  me  to  do  it 
but  your  own  great  Authority ,  in  feconding  the  ri*? 
diculous  Arguments  of  your  little  Advocates  a- 
gainfl  this  fundamental  Privilege  of  the  People* 
However,  Sir,  I  fhall  be  very  lhort,  and  confix 
der  only  the  Injiances  you  have  produced,  to  fup- 
port  your  Argument  againfl  this  Method  of  Trial 
For  this  Purpofe,  you  are  pleafed  to  mention 
the  Land-Tax  and  Window-Tax ;  Difputes  about 
Parijh  Rates  •  the  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges  $ 
the  Payment  of  Servants  and  Manufa&urevs.  Wages  * 
and  Difputes  between  the  Clergy  and  their  Parijbio r 
ners  about  f  mall  Tythes all  which.  Cafes,  you  tefl 
us,  are  directed  by  Law  to  be  adjudged  and  de¬ 
termined  either  by  particular  Commilfioners  for  that 
Purpofe ,  or  by  neighbouring  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
either  in  their  private  Capacity,  or  at  the  Quarter 
SeJJton,  and  without  a  Jury. 

But  it  unluckily  happens,  in  all  thefe  Cafes,  that 
there  is  not  one  Penalty,  or  Forfeiture,  accruing  to 
the  Officers,  or  the  Crown  •  neither  are  the  Officers 
appointed  by  the  Crown  •  but  by  the  Parliament , 
their  refpedive  Counties,  or  Parijhes  *  fo  that  all 
thefe  Inftances  are  quite  foreign  to  the  Cafe  of 
Excifes,  and  nothing  to  the  Purpofe. 

You  confefs  that,  in  the  Cafe  of  fmall  Tythes, 
the  Vicar  may,  if  He  pi  cafes,  file  in  the  Exchequer  ; 

and 
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and  therefore  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  for  what 
Purpofe  you  could  infert  This  in  your  Collection 
of  Cafes,  determinable  in  a  frnmary  Manner,  with¬ 
out  a  Trial  by  Juries , 

You  likewil'e  acknowledge,  that  the  greatejl  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  an  Engliihman  is  a  fair  and  impartial 
Trial,  and  in  mojl  Cafes  by  a  Jury. — • — Let  me 
ask  you  therefore  how  the  Merchants  of  England 
have  fo  far  incurr’d  your  Honour  s  Difpleafure  as 
to  be  excluded  from  this  greatejl  Privilege  ofEng- 
lijhmen  ? — -I  believe,  Sir ,  that  I  may  anfwer  lor  the 
tvhole  Body  of  them,  that  They  \vousd  rather  fub- 
mit  to  the  Vexation  and  Expence  of  a  Profecution 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer ,  where  Trials  by  Ju¬ 
ries  are  Hill  preferved,  than  leave  their  Property 
to  the  arbitrary  Determination  of  Court  Commiffi - 
oners  •  and  This,  Sir ,  is  all  I  fliall  fay  to  you,  at 
prefent,  upon  the  Point  of  Juries . 

You  now  proceed  to  the  Dangers  apprehended, 
(or  inftnuated ,  as  you  call  it)  from  the  new  Levy 
of  Officers,  which  w  ill  be  neceflary  to  put  your 
Scheme  in  Execution  '  and  comfort  us  with  an  Ai- 
furance  that  the  Number  will  be  very  inconiide- 
rable  *  which  you  are  pleafed  to  illuftrate  by  the 
fmall  Increafe  of  Officers,  occasioned  by  the  late  A€t 
for  exciting  Coffee,  Tea  and  Chocolate .  You  inform  us 
that  the  additional  Officer s,  created  on  that  Account , 
were  no  more  than  80,  excepting  Clerks,  and  Per- 
fons  employed  folely  in  Writing  •  and  that  the  prefent 
propofed  Increafe  will  net  be  150  in  all  England  ; 
besides  feme  Warehoufe-keepers  in  this  Town  of 
London,  whofe  foie  Biifimfs  it  will  be  to  keep  a  Key, 
jointly  with  the  Merchants . 

VV  ell,  Sir,  let  us  allow  this  Calculation  to  be 
juft,  and  that  no  more  than  150  Officers  w  ill  be  ad¬ 
ded  for  England,  on  your  new  Scheme :  yet  in¬ 
cluding 


eluding  Scotland,  and  the  Officers  employed 
there,  with  all  the  additional  Clerks  and  Warehoufe * 
tnehy  on  Account  of  Tea ,  Wine  and  Tobacco ,  in 
both  Kingdoms,  They  will  certainly  amount  to 
a  very  large  Number.  Let  usfuppofe  them  only 
to  be  500-  can  fuch  an  here afe,  added  to  the 
600  raifed  lafl  Year,  on  Account  of  the  Salt  Ditty, 
and  the  vail  Multitude  fubfi  fling  before,  be  thought 
of  no  Danger?  May  not  all  thefe  Offices  be  gi« 
ven  to  the  Sons,  Servants,  or  Dependents  of  t hose 
Persons,  whom  a  Minijier  too  often  finds  it  his 
Interefi  to  oblige?  And  does  not  This  tend  to 
abridge  and  undermine  the  Freedom  of  thofe  Jffiem* 
Mies ,  which  is  the  only  Support  of  our  Liberties 
and  Confutation  ?  ‘ 

But  what  Security  can  the  Publick  have,  if  your 
Project  fhould  take  Effect,  that  you  will  raife  no 
more  than  150  of  thefe  new  Troops?  May  you 
not  inliffc  what  Numbers  you  pleafe,  even  ad  In - 
Ji nit um,  if  you  find  it  neccfiary  for  the  Support 
of  your  MeafurCs?  Who  can  controul  you,  when 
the  Scheme  is  eflablifhed,  if  the  united  Voice  of  the 
'whole  Kingdom  cannot  controul  you  at  prefent? 

As  to  the  Warehoufes ,  which  you  acknowledge 
to  be  a  Part  of  your  Scheme ,  I  fhall  only  obferve 
that  it  is  exactly  another  charitable  Corporation 
Project.  The  Goods  of  the  Merchants,  it  feemo, 
are  to  be  depolited,  like  common  Pledges,  in  your 
Honour  s  Lumber  Houfes ,  under  the  Inflection  and 
Gate  of  fuch  an  honeit  Steward,  as  John  Thowp~ 
feu . 

But  I  am  really  weary  of  following  you  through 
tills  Labyrinth  of  Inconiiflency  and  Folly.  I  fhall 
therefore  conclude  with  a  few'  ihort  Reflections 
upon  the  whole. 


Arijioth 


‘r  "■  •  •  ,/  r  (  •  ,•  .  ,  •  •>  ;*A 

Arifotle  obferves  very  juftJy,  that  great  Care 
ought  to  be  taken  in  changing  the  fundamental 
Parts  of  any  Government  ;  and  that  the  utmoil 
Caution  ought  to  be  had  againit  Thofc ,  who  at¬ 
tempt  it  by  Degrees.— Machiavel,  (who  was,  per¬ 
haps,  as  great  a  Politician ,  though  not  quite  fo 
honeft  a  Man)  fays,  in  Efiedd,  the  fame  Thing; 
when  He  advifes  any  Prince,  or  Minifler ,  who  has 
a  Mind  to  alter  the  Corf  it  tit  ion  of  his  Country,  to 
preferve  the  fame  outward  Forms ;  and  tells  us  that 
the  Power  of  the  Roman  People  wras  intirely  de¬ 
ll  roved  by  thele  Means. 

Let  us  now  apply  thefe  Maxims  to  the  Cafe  of 
Excifes. 

When  this  Method  of  Taxation  was  fir  ft  eifa- 
blifhed  among#  us,  in  Times  of  a  civil  War ,  the 
Projectors  of  it  proceeded  by  regular  Degrees,  again# 
the  general  Inclination  of  the  People  ;  but  finding 
Themfelves  itrong  enough  to  fucceed  in  their  fir# 
Attempt,  They  went  farther  •  whereupon  Mr.  Pym, 
as  Dugdale  relates ,  did  by  his  Letter  to  Sir  John 
Hotham,  fegnify ,  that  They  had  proceeded  in  the 
Excife  to  many  Particulars ,  and  intended  to  go  on 
farther  *  but  that  it  would  be  necejfary  to  ufe  the 
People  to  it  by  little  and  little*  and  accordingly, un¬ 
der  the  fpecious  Pretences  of  paying  the  Debts,  main¬ 
taining  the  Army,  and  Security  of  Trade,  before 
the  Tear  was  ended,  They  extended  the  Excife  to  be 
general ,  even  to  the  Shambles. 

When  the  fame  Scheme  was  attempted,  after  the 
Revolution,  it  was  propofed  only  for  a  Tort  Time, 
during  the  Exigencies  of  a  War ;  and  Dr.  D'Ave- 
nant,  who  w  rote  for  Excifes,  at  that  l  ime,  by  the 
Direction  of  the  Treafury ,  hath  this  remarkabk 
Paragraph  in  his  EJJay  on  'Ways  and  Means ,  viz. 

“  When 
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ir?  t  r,°gLTAt 

<c  *?’  tpere,1S  00  Wfd  ag,li,’ft  fab  Corruption  • 
«  nn?  pf  ^fitment,  that  wou’d  confent  tocontfl 

«  w  >  i  feS  bc-yQld  the  frecejittes  of  the  War, 

DrcfeigA  %TMa?^  CHARTA’  <*  ^tle  the 

but  it if h1  ^aT  W  PerPetuit7  011  the  Crown : 
but  it  is  hoped  there  are  not  Hands  enough  m 

this  Country,  to  help  a  few  Flatterers  in  the 

*>""  *'  F™  “  to 

W,  ',“'d  95  wdl  ™" ,te 

and  T  w;nSJl0W  Tume  t0. draw  t0  a  Conclufion  * 

vour^r!  d°  1 1  b>’Putt,n&  you  in  Mind,  that 

Z’tCnf.  haVC’  f°r  fcveraI  Months,  endea- 

Ind  /k  V°Ur  ^PPtehenfions  of  an  Excifi- 

Ze  ft!r  Udu  hat  lf  ™yfHch  -Alteration  in  the  Revel 

w  h  PrTf^-  k  ^  not  be  attended 

with  thofc  terrible  Circumftances,  with  relation 

,?Jr  VllteUn&  H°tS’  &c-  which  the  Incendi- 
’r?s  f  f*ey  are.  cah  d>  have  reprefented.  But 

h  d  bvthUr  haS  /?LVrrificd  a11’  ^t  hath  been 
now  Lf'  hefc  wukei^[T‘^ts,  in  the  Pamphlet 
now  Lctore  us.  We  have  nothing  therefore  to 

,  n?C’  •  r  at  cour  &ePrefi>itatives  m  Parliament 
will  rejedjour  Scheme,  and  perfevere  in  the  glo¬ 
rious  Spirit  of  their  Predeceffors,  by  declaring  with 
an  unanimous  Voice,  Nolumus  Leges  Anglic 

XVIUTARI. 

As  this  ever-memorable  Sentence  is  the  great 

°r  tLcGNA  CuARTA’  I  hope  you  will 
nut^oe  d^picafed,  Sir,  with  a  lhort  Quotation  from 

an  -  chi  book,  in  which  the  facred  Regard,  which 
our  Ancestors  paid  to  that  indelible  Law ,  is  given 
us  in  a  lull  and  a  ftrong  Light.  6 

“  The 
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The  Time  would  fail  me,  ihould  I  inlarge 
uF)n  jhat  inviolable  Bulwark  of  our  Liberties 
and  , Property ,  the  Magna  Charta,  or 

f  3  1  •  •  a  ■  .  ;  a  Charter , 

purchas  d  with  the  Treafure  and  feal’d  with  the 

«  n.°ur/i°  i°ur  J^"ce^ors  5  a  Law  promulged  and 
eftablifhed  _  to  the  Englijb,  with  a  Terror  and 

solemnity  inferior  only  to  That  of  the  holy  Com- 
~  mandments  by  God  himfelf  to  the  Jews.  There 
was  here  no  i Thunder ,  or  Lightning ,  it  is  true- 
,,  ~,uc  there  was  fo  dreadful  a  Fulmination  of 
Luries  upon  the  Violators  thereof,  that  no  Man 
t.  yet  conlider’d  them  without  Horror  and 
Allonilhment.  A.  Law,  rever’d  by  former  Par- 
J  l*amefs  to  that  Degree,  that  they  ena&ed 
Iranfcripts  thereof  to  be  carefully  preferved  in 
Cathedrals  of  the  Realm ;  that  it  fhou'd 
be  tour  times  a  Year  carefully  read  before  the 
People  ;  that  twice  in  a  Year  the  Prelacy  (Pon- 
u  ivduti)  *  Can  delis  accenfts  J  thou’d 

Ihunder  out  the  greater  Excommunication  a- 
gamft  the  Infringers  thereof,  though  but  in  Word 
or  Council,  (lays  the  Statute;)  that  the  Lord 
Lhancehor  and  all  the  great  Minifters  of  State 
f  upon  Entry  into  their  Offices,  thou’d  conilantly 

cc  ^0rn  t0  Obfervation  thereof ;  that  it 
^  he  allowed  as  the  common  Law  by  all 
Officers  of  Jufticc;  that  all  Statute  Laws ,  or 
judgments ,  in  Oppofition  thereto,  ihould  be  null 

u  that  the  ver7  and  Qm*- 

€c  feJuGrs  ftou  d  frame  the  Confciences  of  the  People 
6  to  the  Obfervancc  thereof ;  and  la  illy  a  Law 

^  a  coni 

TK *  /Tbls  Ceremony,  as  related  by  another  Author,  was  thus- 
1  fte  Bijbopu  holding  lighted  Candles  in  their  Hands,  extinguifli’d 
.  s  f  ,  thl*evv  them  on  the  Ground,  every  one  prefent  cry- 

:  C1M  be  extin^d  ™d  in  Hell ,  Jbp 

yHIS  VHaRTIS, 
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6C  confirmed  by  no  lefs  than  Thirty-two  feveral 
u  Acts  of  Parliament.— *  And  what  was  the  Rea- 
u  fon  of  all  this  Veneration  and  Diligence?  Wad 
u  this  Charter  of  that  Sandlity  and  Importance?—* 
u  Yes  furely  ;  the  Prefence  thereof  was  then  thought 
u  as  necefiary  to  the  Rnglijh ,  as  That  of  the  Pal- 
a  ladium  to  the  Trojans  ;  the  holy  Ark  to  the  He - 
a  brews  ;  the  Sea  Banks  to  the  States  of  Holland , 
w  In  Company  of  this  Tutelar ,  there  was  no  pofli- 
u  ble  Danger.  In  the  Abfence  thereof,  no  poflible 
u  Safety.  Such  then  was  the  Care  of  our  Ance- 
a  itors,  ( wife  Meny  perhaps,  tho*  not  fo  great 
a  Clerks )  in  the  Munition  and  fencing  about  of 
cc  their  Rights  and  Properties ;  and  fo  invincible 
u  was  their  Zeal  to  tranfmit  thofe  Jewels  to  their 
a  Poller i ties,  with  the  fame  Lullre  and  Beauty, 
a  that  they  themfelves  had  received  from  their 
u  Predecelibrs ;  thofe  old  Englijb  Heroes  feeming 
u  to  me  to  bear  always  in  mind  that  Saying  of  our 
u  Country  mart)  and  great  Captain ,  Galgacus,  when 
<c  his  Army  was  in  the  Inftant  of  joining  Battle 
u  here  with  the  Roman  Invaders  ;  Et  Major es  vef> 
u  tros  (d  Pofleros  Cogitate ;  Fellow  Soldiers ,  fays 
a  He,  Remember  your  .Ancestors  and  your  Po- 
u  st er i ties  *  a  fhort  Speech;  but  containing 
u  more  of  Argument  and  Perfualion,  than  can  be 
u  exprefled  in  ten  Reams  of  Paper. 

How  fay  you,  Sir,  do  you  like  this  Kind  of 
Rcafoning  ?— — -If  you  do,  give  me  Leave  to  con¬ 
clude  with  one  ihort  Paflage  more  from  the  fame 
Author ;  which  he  reports  as  the  familiar  Saying 
of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  and  fays  will  remain  a 
Maxim  of  eternal  Truth  in  this  State ;  *— *  viz.  That 
no  SubjeB  (tho 9  never  fo  Potent  and  Subtile) 
ever  confronted ,  or  jujlled  with  the  Law  of  Eng¬ 
land,  but  the  same  .Law  in  the  End  infallibly 
Broke  his  Neck. 

F  I  N'l  S. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

AN  Argument  againft  EXCISES*  In 
feveral  Essays?  lately  publifhed  In  the 
Craftfman ,  and  now  collected  together. 

The  Second  Part  of  an  Argument  again!! 
EXCISES,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Objections  ®f  fe¬ 
verai  Writers  •  efpecially  with  Regard  to  that  Part 
of  the  Subject,  which  rd^mB^jo  the  Power  and 
Conduct  of  the  Commiffioners  ana  Officers  of  EX¬ 
CISE. 

With  fome  Remarks  on  the  Prefent  State  oi 
ASairs. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Revival  of  the  SALT 
DUTY,  fully  ftated  and  confidered. 

All  on  the  fame  Subject,  and  printed  in  the 
fame  Manner,  fit  to  be  bound  up  together. 


